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  How do we characterize USFK? 
 

 
 

1.  At our recent Senior Leader "On-Site Conference," we had an opportunity to 
discuss the qualities that characterize the United States Forces Korea Command, and 
the Servicemembers, Civilians and Family Members that make up our organization.  
We described several statements (Overarching Messages) that best describe USFK in 
a strategic sense.   The messages are timeless reminders of why we serve in Korea.  
We also described "Public Messages" which are those messages most important to 
people and audiences outside of USFK.  Furthermore, we described "Command 
Messages" which are those that leaders should communicate to people inside USFK—
our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, Civilian Employees, Contractors and their 
spouses and children.  We believe that all these messages would be useful if 
promulgated among our personnel and with our various audiences on the Korean 
peninsula.  As such, I provide all these messages in this "Bell Sends" for your 
information and use as appropriate in your activities as a leader and member of USFK.   
 
2.  Overarching Messages 

 Peace and stability are essential to both ROK and US national interests. 
 For over 50 years, the ROK-US Alliance has been the guarantor of peace, 

stability, and regional economic growth. 
 The ROK-US Alliance is more than military; it is a comprehensive partnership 

that promotes freedom, prosperity and democracy in this region and the world. 
 
3.  Public Messages 

 An enduring and healthy ROK-US Security Alliance is important to the United 
States. 

 USFK is a steadfast partner with the ROK military as guardians of the Korean 
Democracy.  We will fight alongside our ally to defend this nation. 

 We will remain in Korea as a reliable ally as long as we are welcome and 
wanted. 

 The US is confident in the capability of the ROK military, and positively supports 
the ROK government's desire for independent wartime command.   

 The US is, and has always been, a good and considerate steward of the Korean 
land on which we serve.     

 
4.  Command Messages 

 All Service and Family Members are Ambassadors for America. 
 Tactical actions by our personnel can and do have strategic impact. 
 We are striving to transform USFK to a “normal” 3-year accompanied tour with 

families. 
 Families enable USFK to more successfully accomplish our mission.  
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5.  Everyone must get involved and engage positively with other members of USFK 
and with our Korean hosts. You can find more information on how we characterize 
USFK and our Strategic Communications Messages under the Hot Topics Button on 
the right-hand side of the USFK website at http://www.usfk.mil/.   
 
6.  The ROK-US Alliance is strong and enduring.  It has ensured security, stability and 
economic prosperity in this land for over 53 years. It is vitally important that we remain 
vigilant at this critical time in history.  Everyone should be proud to spread the message 
that "We Go Together!"  
 
 
 
 B. B. BELL  
 General, US Army 
 Commander 
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